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Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Clarence Kelley 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
September 4, 1976 


The President has received and carefully considered the 
report of the Attorney General concerning the allegations 
affecting Clarence Kelley, Director of the FBI. The Presi- 
dent has concluded that no adequate justification exists 
for terminating the services of Clarence Kelley. 

The President is satisfied with the conclusion of the 
Department of Justice that the gifts received by Mr. Kelley 
from subordinates were allowable by existing Civil Service 
and Department of Justice regulations on matters of this 
kind 


With respect to certain services and articles furnished 
to the Director of the Bureau, the President notes these 
were either for official work at home during the terminal 
illness of Mrs. Kelley or were items which the Director 
initially did not know or understand were coming from 
Government sources. The President accepts the view of 
the Department of Justice that Mr. Kelley, who has of- 
fered to do so, be permitted to make reimbursement as 
to any items about which there is the slightest question. 

The President reaffirms his support for Director Kelley 
in the latter’s efforts to lead and strengthen the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. “I believe Clarence Kelley has 
had and will continue to have the capacity to meet the 
essential high standards of the FBI,” the President said. 


Labor Day, 1976 
The President’s Recorded Remarks. September 5, 1976 


Labor Day has a special significance in our Bicenten- 
nial Year. This year, we Americans discovered a renewed 
spirit of confidence and unity, a spirit built in large meas- 
ure upon the efforts and dreams of America’s workers. 


America has always been more than a nation; it has 
been the fulfillment of promises. Because Americans of 
every generation rolled up their sleeves and went to work— 
because of that, we grow stronger every day. 

Labor Day stands for America’s greatest natural re- 
source—not its minerals, its timber, or its farmland, but 
its people: Americans who get up early every day and go 
home tired every night, quietly creating a better life for 
their families and fellow citizens. 

Today, 88 million Americans are on the job—more 
than ever before in our Nation’s history. But we cannot 
be satisfied until every American who wants to work has 
a meaningful and productive job. 

With the help of the dynamic American labor force, 
we will achieve that goal of full employment. 

So, to you, the workers of America, whether you work 
in factories, farms, offices, stores, or construction sites, 
congratulations for a job well done. 

Note: The President recorded the remarks in the Oval Office at 


12:50 p.m. on Wednesday, September 1, 1976, for release at 6 p.m. 
on Sunday, September 5, 1976. 


Extension of Income Tax 
Withholding Rates Bill 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 3052 Into 
Law. September 6, 1976 


In signing into law a brief extension of tax withholding 
rates, I call the Nation’s attention once again to the con- 
tinuing inability of the Congress to meet the real needs 
of the American taxpayer. 

For many months, the Congress has been struggling 
with the issue of tax reduction and tax reform. Most 
Americans agree that both are necessary. 

In January, I expressed my own view that one of the 
most important advances this Congress could make would 
be to restrain the growth of Federal spending and return 
the savings to the taxpayers in the form of a $10 billion 
permanent and additional reduction in income taxes. 

During the year, I have also recommended to the Con- 
gress in the strongest possible terms the need for reform 
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of estate and gift taxes, so that family farms and small 
businesses would not be wiped out upon death in the 
family. 

As I have said many times, we must relieve the burdens 
on all taxpayers and make our tax system more equitable. 

Unfortunately, the Congress has become ensnarled in 
the rewriting of detailed provisions of the tax code 
and has failed to recognize the broad interests of the 
country: 

—it has failed to grant additional tax relief; 

—it has failed to put adequate restraints on spending; 

—it has failed to protect family farms and small busi- 

nesses from the burdens of heavy taxation. 

The bill that I am signing is only a bandaid—a 15-day 
respite so that the Congress can hopefully complete ac- 
tion on a more compehensive tax package. I urge that the 
Congress use this time wisely—that it consider the needs 
not just of the special interests, but of all the American 
people. I pledge that I shall do everything I can to assist 
in this effort. 

NoTeE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 3052) is Public Law 94—396, ap- 
proved September 3, 1976. 


Budget Rescission 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Rescission. September 7, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith propose rescission of $126,750,000 in 
budget authority available in the transition quarter for 
the Foreign military credit sales program. Approval of this 
rescission proposal would reduce Federal spending by $83 
million through 1979. 

Unusual circumstances not provided for by the Im- 
poundment Control Act of 1974 have brought about the 
transmission of this special message at a time that will not 
allow for a 45-day period of continuous session of the Con- 
gress prior to the end of the transition period when the 
affected funds lapse. These circumstances result from 
the coincidence of (1) the late appoval of the Foreign 
Assistance Appropriations Act, 1976, on June 30, 1976, 
the eve of the transition quarter, (2) the short duration 
of the unique transition quarter itself, and (3) the sched- 
ule of congressional recesses of more than three days dur- 
ing this period. In view of this unusual situation, I ask the 
Congress to give prompt consideration to the proposed 
rescission. 

The details of the proposed rescission are contained in 
the attached report. 

Grratp R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 7, 1976. 


note: The attachment detailing the rescission is printed in the 
Federal Register of September 10, 1976. 
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United Nations Day, 1976 
Proclamation 4454. September 7, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


On October 24 we will observe the 31st anniversary 
of the United Nations Charter, adopted in 1945 by gov- 
ernments determined to prevent a repetition of world 
war, to encourage the development of human rights and 
justice, and to remove the underlying causes of conflict 
by promoting economic and social progress for all nations. 

The United States has played a leading role in encour- 
aging the Organization to fulfill the promise of the 
Charter. We, and the rest of mankind, have benefited 
greatly from the vital contributions made by the Organiza- 
tion, particularly the Security Council, to the mainte- 
nance of world peace—the most striking reminder being 
the current peacekeeping role of the United Nations in 
the Middle East. 

The United Nations has also been a forum for other 
areas of international concern: conferences to work out 
laws to govern the use of the oceans, to promote arms con- 
trol, and to focus world attention on such problems as 
human rights, health, education, and hunger; new pro- 
grams to promote trade and economic developments; and 
other activities designed to solve many of the new prob- 
lems associated with independence in today’s world. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate Sun- 
day, October 24, 1976, as United Nations Day. I urge 
the citizens of this Nation to observe that day with com- 
munity programs that will promote the United Nations 
and its affiliated agencies. 

I have appointed Edgar Speer to be United States Na- 
tional Chairman for United Nations Day and, through 
him, I call upon State and local officials to encourage 
citizens’ groups and all agencies of communication to 
engage in appropriate observances of United Nations Day 
in cooperation with the United Nations Association of 
the United States of America and other interested organi- 
zations. 

In Witness WuerEOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this seventh day of September in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and 
first. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:36 p.m., 
September 7, 1976] 
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Columbus Day, 1976 
Proclamation 4455. September 7, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In this our Bicentennial year, we owe special tribute to 
the great Italian explorer whose historic voyage to the 
new world opened the way to the founding of these United 
States. 

Sustained by the vision and financial support of Queen 
Isabella I of Spain, Christopher Columbus established the 
first permanent European settlement in the Americas, 
paving the way for the generations of immigrants from 
all over the world who came to build a new nation. This 
great achievement marked the beginning of a new era in 
the history of mankind. 

As the heirs to the spirit and determination of Christo- 


. pher Columbus, we are proud to honor his memory and 


unshakable courage and faith which made his epic journey 
a reality nearly five centuries ago. 

In tribute to the achievement of Columbus, the Con- 
gress of the United States, by joint resolution approved 
April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657, 36 U.S.C. 146) , as modified 
by the Act of June 28, 1968 (82 Stat. 250, 5 U.S.C. 6103 
(a) and note), requested the President to proclaim the 
second Monday in October of each year as Columbus Day. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate Mon- 
day, October 11, 1976, as Columbus Day; and I invite 
the people of this Nation to observe that day in schools, 
churches, and other suitable places with appropriate cere- 
monies in honor of the great explorer. 

I also direct that the flag of the United States be dis- 
played on all public buildings on the appointed day in 
memory of Christopher Columbus. 

In Witness WuHeRreor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this seventh day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and 
first. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:36 p.m., 
September 7, 1976] 


Teton Dam Disaster Assistance Bill 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing .S. 3542 Into 
Law. September 7, 1976 


Members of Congress and members of the executive 
branch and representatives of various volunteer agencies: 

First, I want to welcome you all here. I will read a 
statement and then will sign the legislation. 


No government has the power to eliminate tragedy 
from human experience, but government can and govern- 
ment should act quickly to minimize the pain of a great 
disaster and help to begin the healing process. 

On the morning of June 5, 1976, the Teton Dam in 
eastern Idaho ruptured and the flood waters carried death 
and destruction to thousands of families in the Snake 
River Valley. The next day, after conferring with Gover- 
nor Andrus, I declared the affected county to be a Fed- 
eral disaster area, and emergency relief centers were 
quickly established to provide assistance to the victims. 

Five days later, I submitted to Congress legislation ap- 
propriating $200 million for compensation of the victims 
of this terrible tragedy. Within 10 days following the 
flood, special offices were established and operating in 
Idaho to handle damage claims. 

Today, I am signing a bill which provides legislative 
authority for the compensation of personal and property 
damage sustained by the victims of the flood. Many of 
those claims have already been settled, and the money 
is now at work rebuilding the lives of the survivors. 

The legislation which I signed today ensures that this 
vital aid will continue. Let me thank the Members of Con- 
gress for their strong, bipartisan support of this measure. 
I know, for example, how hard the Idaho delegation 
worked on it. Great credit must also be given to the many 
volunteer and church groups represented here today which 
played such a key role in the initial relief efforts. 

Each of them displayed great courage under exception- 
ally difficult conditions. Together, the public and private 
sectors of this great country have extended to the victims 
not just our sympathy, but a strong and steady helping 
hand. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 


As enacted, the bill (S. 3542) is Public Law 94-400, approved 
September 7, 1976. 


Social Security Act Amendments 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing H.R. 12455 
Into Law. September 7, 1976 


Members of the Congress and members of the admin- 
istration and distinguished guests: 

Ensuring an adequate day care bill for children is an 
important social service. It protects the well-being of 
thousands of American children and the economic inde- 
pendence of their working parents. 

Earlier this year, I vetoed a bill on child day care not 
because I disagreed with its goals, but because that bill, 
in my judgment, was the wrong means to a worthwhile 
end. Today, I sign a new and better child day care bill, 
the result of cooperation between the Congress and my 
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administration, and I thank the Members of the Congress 
for working with the administration in that regard. 

This riew and better bill embodies a major compromise 
on a key issue which led to my original veto. States and 
localities will be spared the heavy burden of costly and 
controversial Federal standards for child day care services. 

In a different area of social service, I am happy to see 
that this bill also adopts a concept supported by many 
older Americans and contained in my Federal assistance 
for community services proposal. Under the bill, older 
persons, as well as families who obviously qualify for 
federally assisted social services, will be able to get those 
services without a demeaning scrutiny of their personal 
affairs. 

This is a better bill than the one which first crossed my 
desk, and I am pleased to see the result of this compromise. 
It’s a better bill because my veto exerted a balancing 
influence on the deliberations of the Congress in this 
important area. Without this constitutional check and 
balance, the original bill might now be law and making 
day care services more costly to the taxpayer and increas- 
ing the Federal intrusion into family life. 

The constitutional veto power has been used by me as 
well as my predecessors with one concern in mind—to 
protect the American people from unrealistic responses to 
their verv real needs; to see that the Federal Government 
does not merely serve the people but serves the people 
well. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 


As enacted, the bill (H.R. 12455) is Public Law 94-401, ap- 
proved September 7, 1976. 


Social Security Act Amendments 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 12455 Into 
Law. September 7, 1976 


I have today signed into law H.R. 12455, a bill con- 
cerning child day care staffing standards and social serv- 
ices supported with Federal financial assistance. Ensur- 
ing adequate day care for children is an important social 
service. It protects the well-being of thousands of Ameri- 
can children—and the economic independence of their 
working parents. The integrity of the family is of para- 
mount importance, but supportive government action is 
acceptable as long as it does not interfere with the family 
role. 

Earlier this year, I vetoed the predecessor version of 
this bill, H.R. 9803—not because I disagreed with its 
goals—but because that bill was the wrong means to a 
worthwhile end. The Congress sustained my veto. Today 


I have signed a new and better child day care bill—the 
result of compromise and cooperation between the Con- 
gress and my administration. H.R. 12455 embodies a 
major compromise on a key issue which led to that veto— 
the imposition on States and localities of costly and con- 
troversial Federal staffing requirements for child day care 
services funded under Title XX of the Social Security 
Act. 

H.R. 9803 would have imposed these standards effec- 
tive July 1 of this year. Had that bill become law, it would 
have brought about an unwarranted Federal preemption 
of State and local responsibility to ensure quality day 
care services. 

H.R. 12455, by postponing the Federal standards until 
October 1, 1977, will enable the States to operate day 
care programs for more than another year, free of onerous 
and costly Federal intrusion, while HEW completes a 
required major study and report with recommendations 
on the day care standards. In addition, the Congress will 
have the opportunity to act on my proposed “Federal 
Assistance for Community Services Act.” submitted to 
the Congress last February to reform the Title XX social 
services program. 

My proposal would provide the States with the oppor- 
tunity to administer the Title XX program with the nec- 
essary flexibility to meet their most pressing needs as they 
themselves determine those needs. It would simplify 
program operations and remove many of the burdensome 
and restrictive Federal requirements so that social serv- 
ices can be provided in the most efficient and effective 
manner and can be most responsive to the needs of our 
citizens. As part of this overall approach, it would require 
the States to adopt and enforce their own standards for 
federally assisted child day care. 

While I am disappointed that the Congress has not, in 
H.R. 12455, clearly placed this responsibility and author- 
ity in the States, the bill’s lengthy suspension of the stand- 
ards is a positive step toward this objective. 

H.R. 12455 does adopt a concept contained in my 
Federal assistance to community services proposal by per- 
mitting States to provide Title XX services on a “group 
eligibility” basis, except for most child day care services. 
Under this bill, States will not have to require that senior 
citizens and other persons who need and depend on social 
services programs be subjected to individual income and 
assets tests in order to determine whether they can partici- 
pate in these programs. Such persons will be eligible as 
members of groups, when the States can reasonably as- 
sume that substantially all those to be served have incomes 
less than 90 percent of the State’s median income. 

This provision will make it possible for older persons 
and families who obviously qualify for federally assisted 
services to obtain those services without a demeaning 
scrutiny of their personal affairs. It will also eliminate 
unnecessary and costly administrative trappings for many 
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service programs, thereby freeing more Federal and State 
funds for the actual delivery of services. 

H.R. 12455 embodies, in part, still another central 
element of my Federal assistance for community services 
proposal: that States should no longer be required to 
match their share of the Federal Title XX social service 
funds with State and local tax dollars. Under this bill, as 
much as $200 million in new Title XX funds would be 
distributed in fiscal year 1977 without a requirement for 
State matching, if States choose to spend that amount for 
child day care services. I am hopeful that this tentative 
step indicates the willingness of the Congress to consider 
seriously the elimination of the matching requirement for 
all Federal social services funds under Title XX. 

I do have serious reservations about the amount of 
additional Federal funding provided in H.R. 12455, 
although it is less than the amount in the bill I earlier 
vetoed. It is also unfortunate that this bill, for the first 
time under Title XX, designates levels of funding for 
specified purposes. This is the antithesis of the spirit and 
intent of Title XX which permits States the maximum 
flexibility to determine their own priorities in using their 
share of Federal social services funds. I am also concerned 
that the child care provisions of this bill have not been 
adequately coordinated with child care provisions in the 
pending tax reform bill. 

Much remains to be done to help the States improve 
their delivery of social services funded under Title XX. 
I am gratified that the Congress, in this bill, has moved 
in some measure toward accepting concepts in my pro- 
posed act to provide financial assistance for community 
services. Further action is needed, however, to provide 
more comprehensive reform that will provide States the 
tools and flexibility to deliver social services to those in 
need without cumbersome Federal regulation. I again 
urge the Congress to act promptly to give my proposal a 
full and favorable hearing. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 12455) is Public Law 94-401, 
approved September 7, 1976. 


Bill Prohibiting Revision of the 
District of Columbia Criminal Code 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 12261 Into 
Law. September 7, 1976 


Today, I have signed H.R. 12261, a bill “To extend 
the period during which the Council of the District of 
Columbia is prohibited from revising the criminal laws 
of the District.” 

The prohibition on the Council’s changing the Crimi- 
nal Code is necessary because completion of the study 


for the comprehensive revision and recodification of the 
Criminal Code by the D.C. Law Revision Commission is 
a prerequisite to the transfer of jurisdiction to the Coun- 
cil over the D.C. Criminal Code. 

The bill gives the Commission additional time within 
which to make recommendations to the Congress for the 
comprehensive revision of the District of Columbia 
Criminal Code. The Commission has begun the task 
of reviewing the criminal laws of the District but will not 
be able to complete its work by January 3, 1977, when, 
without this legislation, the D.C. Council would have 
been able to amend the District of Columbia Criminal 
Code. : 

No major revision of the District’s criminal laws should 
be undertaken without the benefit of the Commission’s 
recommendations. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 12261) is Public Law 94402, 
approved September 7, 1976. 


Americans Missing in Action in Vietnam 


The President’s Remarks Concerning the Disclosure of 
Information by the Vietnamese. September 7, 1976 


At my direction, the American Embassy in Paris today 
contacted North Vietnamese representatives and in- 
formed them that we expect that the United States will 
be provided with a full accounting without further delay 
of all Americans missing in action in Vietnam. 


Speaking on behalf of all Americans, I welcome the 
fact that the Vietnamese have finally begun to keep their 
promise to provide information on our men missing m 
action in Southeast Asia. 


While the report on these 12 men was grim, it at least 
resolved their status and removed the crushing burden 
of anxiety and uncertainty from their relatives and their 
loved ones. 

But none of us can be satisfied with this limited action 
by the Vietnamese. What they have done is to release 
information of only a dozen men. They still have infor- 
mation on hundreds more. 


For wives, parents, and friends of the men still missing, 
the anxiety and the uncertainty continues. It is callous 
and cruel to exploit human suffering in the hope of diplo- 
matic advantage. 

The Vietnamese have an obligation to provide a full 
accounting of all Americans missing in action. I call upon 
them to do so without further delay. Normalization of 
relations cannot take place until Vietnam accounts for 
all our men missing in action. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:32 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the 
White House. 
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National Forest Products Week, 1976 
Proclamation 4456. September 8, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In the Nation’s first century, Americans viewed their 
forests primarily as a source of survival and economic 
growth. In our second century, we continue to depend 
upon our forest resources for fuel, timber and sustenance, 
but we recognized the limits of our natural resource heri- 
tage and initiated action to conserve and manage our for- 
ests for future generations. 

Fortunately, as we begin our third century, we have 
developed important tools to balance the needs of a 
growing population, our desire for an ever-improving 
standard of living, and concern for environmental quality. 

Forestry research continues to make progress in achiev- 
ing maximum efficient utilization of forest resources. In 
addition, strong Federal, State, and local forestry pro- 
grams have been established to foster sound management 
of publicly owned forest lands and to encourage private 
forest landowners, through education, technical assist- 
ance, and grants, to practice sound forestry management 
on their lands. This cooperation among Federal, State, 
and private sectors is essential if we are to continue to pro- 
vide the forest products our people require. 

In order to emphasize America’s reliance on forest 
resources and products, and to recognize their contribu- 
tion in providing this Nation with consumer products, 
transportation systems, jobs and capital for economic 
growth, the Congress, by joint resolution of September 13, 
1960 (74 Stat. 898; 36 U.S.C. 163), has designated the 
seven-day period beginning the third Sunday of October 
in each year as National Forest Products Week and has 
requested the President to issue annually a proclamation 
calling for its appropriate observance. 


Now, THEREFORE, I, Geratp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby call upon the 
people of the United States to observe the week begin- 
ning Sunday, October 17, 1976, as National Forest 
Products Week, with activities and ceremonies designed 
to invite public attention to the forest resources with 
which we are blessed and from which we have benefited, 
both materially and spiritually. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred and first. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:33 a.m., 
September 8, 1976] 


The President’s Commission on 
Olympic Sports 
Executive Order 11936. September 8, 1976 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States, Section 4(c) of Executive Order No. 
11868 of June 19, 1975, is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

“Sec. 4(c) The second report shall be an analysis of 
the organizational and developmental problems in each 
Olympic sport. This shall be submitted no later than 
January 15, 1977, and contain an analysis of the financial 
and facilities requirements of each sport and recommend 
ways to provide needed funds.”. 

Geratp R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 8, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:34 a.m., 
September 8, 1976] 





THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
SEPTEMBER 8, 1976 


Tue Presment. Good morning. I have a very short opening statement, 


and then we will get to the questions. 


ProBLEMS CONCERNING SOUTHERN AFRICA 


I met this morning with Secretary Kissinger to discuss his report on 
his meetings with Prime Minister Vorster and with European leaders. 
On the basis of this report, I believe that good progress has been made 
on the problems concerning southern Africa. 

It is important to understand that in this diplomatic process now 
unfolding, the United States is offering its good offices as an intermediary. 
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We are willing to present ideas on how progress can be achieved, but 
we are not—and I emphasize “not”—trying to develop a specific 
American plan. 

We have three objectives: First, to prevent an escalation of the 
violence which in time could threaten our national security; second, to 
realize popular aspirations while guaranteeing minority rights and ensur- 
ing economic progress; third, to resist the intervention in the African 
situation by outside forces. 

Tn his discussions with Prime Minister Vorster, the Secretary put 
forward some ideas conveyed to the United States by black African 
leaders, and Prime Minister Vorster gave us his reactions. As a result of 
these discussions, Assistant Secretary Schaufele is currently in Africa 
discussing the situation. On the basis of his report, I will decide whether 
further progress can be made through a visit by Secretary Kissinger to 
Africa, starting with black African countries most concerned. We want 
to create the opportunities and conditions for all races to live side-by-side. 

The United States cannot solve by itself these complicated problems. 
We need the continued good will and dedication of the parties involved. 

The process that is now beginning is an extremely important one. It 
is extremely complicated. There is no guarantee of success. But I believe 
the United States must now make a major effort because it is the right 
thing to do. It is in our national interest, and it is in the interest of world 





peace. 


I will be glad to answer any questions. 


QUESTIONS 
SENATOR ROBERT DOLE’S CAMPAIGN FINANCES 


Q. Mr. President, when you selected Mr. Dole as your 
running mate, did you make a thorough check of his 
finances over and beyond, independently of what he gave 
you, and how was that done? Was it done through Justice, 
or where? 

Tue Preswent. The office of White House counsel 
made a very thorough investigation of all of the individu- 
als who were being considered for the office of Vice Presi- 
dent. That was done by demanding that they send to us 
various information concerning their finances and related 
matters. 

Subsequent to that information being furnished, a 
member of my staff at the office of the White House coun- 
sel interrogated the individuals who were being consid- 
ered, including Senator Dole. As a result of that interroga- 
tion and information voluntarily supplied by Senator Dole, 
it was concluded by the office of the White House counsel 
that all things were in order. 


CAMPAIGN STRATEGY 


Q. Mr. President, have we gotten a fair sample of your 
campaign this week, or do you have something else in 
mind for the future? 

Tue PresipenT. Let me say at the outset, Mr. Cormier, 
that I decided a long time ago—in fact, when I made my 
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first announcement that I was a candidate—that the prin- 
cipal responsibility I had was that of being President of 
the United States. And I intend to carry out that respon- 
sibility. Secondly, we have a campaign strategy that will 
unfold in the days and weeks ahead. It is a strategy that 
we will adhere to and it is one that has been thoroughly 
worked out and definitely determined. And you will see 
how it evolves in the time ahead. 


LOCATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES 


Q. Mr. President, was it your suggestion that the first 
debate be held in Philadelphia and, if so, why? 

Tue Preswent. Well, of course, I wanted the debates 
to start today, and we weren’t too particular where the 
location might be. We are certainly in agreement with 
Philadelphia being the first site. 


CANDIDATES’ POSITIONS ON ABORTION 


Q. Mr. President, Jimmy Carter said today that your 
position on abortion and his are fundamentally the same. 
Do you agree with that? And, secondly, do you think the 
issue should be debated at all in the campaign? 

Tue Presment. First, the Democratic platform and 
the Republican platform on the issue of abortion are quite 
different. I subscribe to the Republican platform and 
Governor Carter subscribes to the Democratic platform. 
His position and mine are not identical. My position is 
that of the Republican platform, and I will stick with it. 
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Q. But that was not your position before. 

THE Preswent. I think—if I might correct you, Miss 
Thmoas [Helen Thomas, United Press International]— 
the Republican platform is my platform. It is one that 
coincides with my long-held views. 

Q. Do you think there should be a constitutional 
amendment against abortion? 

THE Presment. I have had the position for some time 
that there should be a constitutional amendment that 
would permit the individual States to make the decision 
based on a vote of the people of each of the States. 

Mr. Rodgers [Walter C. Rodgers, Associated Press 
Radio]? 

SALT II NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, are we any closer to a second SALT 
agreement with the Russians and, if so, what are the pros- 
pects for such an agreement before the election? 

THE Presment. We are continuing to work on the 
negotiations for a SALT II agreement. A good agreement 
would be in the best interest of the American people and 
the world as a whole. The decision on whether such an 
agreement i signed will have no relevance whatsoever to 
this current political campaign. We hope that such an 
agreement can be achieved as soon as possible. 

Q. What would you say the prospects are, please, sir? 

Tue Preswent. I think they are gradually improving, 
but we have some very difficult problems yet to resolve. 


CAMPAIGN LAWS 


Q. Mr. President, don’t you feel that there should be a 
law that limits what an incumbent President can do in 
the way of spending time, spending money, and use of 
employees of the White House and vehicles and other 
taxpayers’ resources on his campaign? 

Tue Preswent. I think the Congress has made its 
decision in that regard, Sarah [Sarah McClendon, 
McClendon News Service]. And I will, of course, always 
abide by the laws passed by the Congress. 


USE OF MEDIA IN THE CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, do you feel that you are in any way 
perhaps abusing the power of this office by controlling the 
media, to use the media as it were to make statements 
daily on one subject or another? 

Tue Preswent. I apologize if I am using the Ameri- 
can press. I am trying to do the job as President of the 
United States. And I hope that between the American 
press and the President we can convey important infor- 
mation to the American people. 


FORD ECONOMIC RECORD 


Q. Mr. President, Governor Carter and Senator Mon- 
dale and labor leader George Meany have all in recent 


speeches, in criticizing your economic record, referred to 
the Nixon-Ford administration, thus lumping the two 
together. 

Would you prefer to run on your own economic record 
rather than being associated with the Nixon economic 
record, specifically, imposition of wage-price controls? 

Tue Preswwent. The Ford record is the record that 
I will run on, as far as foreign policy is concerned, as far as 
domestic policy is concerned. To take the particular mat- 
ter that you mentioned, I have consistently said, and I 
reiterate, that wage and price controls will not be imposed 
by this administration. 

This administration has had a good record in handling 
serious and difficult problems in the domestic economic 
field. We have added 4 million new people working in 


_ the last 12 months, 500,000 more in the last 2 months. So 


I will stand on my record, which I think is a good one. 


SENATOR DOLE’S CAMPAIGN FINANCES 


Q. Mr. President, there have been some questions in 
the last few days about Senator Dole. Have you had any 
contact with him on that subject, in particular about the 
control of money, or have you attempted to satisfy your- 
self anew about this, or perhaps your staff? 

Tue Preswent. The statement made this morning 
by Mr. Wild, I think clarifies the situation very dramati- 
cally. Senator Dole was in the Cabinet meeting this morn- 
ing and my staff has been in contact with his, and we 
are satisfied today, as we were at the time we made the 
initial investigation of his campaign finances. 


EFFORTS TO COMBAT UNEMPLOYMENT 


Q. Mr. President, the unemployment rate has gone up 
for 3 straight months. What, if any, plans do you have 
to deal with this problem should it continue to rise? 

Tue Preswent. Our answer is to increase the num- 
ber of people working. And as I indicated a moment ago, 
we have added 500,000 more people working in the last 
60 days. In addition, we have 88 million people working 
today, an alltime high. We are going to continue to 
emphasize that more people are working and more jobs 
are available. And I am convinced that with our success- 
ful efforts against inflation and more jobs, the American 
people will subscribe to that economic policy. 


EFFECT OF UNEMPLOYMENT ON THE ELECTION 


Q. May I follow up, Mr. President? Do you think the 
fact that unemployment is high in this particular period, 
just before the election, may harm you politically? 

Tue Preswent. I think the American people are more 
knowledgeable, more sophisticated. They know that em- 
ployment is going up every month, and that as long as 
there are people being hired and as long as the layoff 
rate continues to go down, the American people will 
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be supportive of the economic policy of the Ford 
administration. 


PROBLEMS AFFECTING URBAN AREAS 


Q. Mr. President, this afternoon 40 Congressmen from 
14 States and the District of Columbia are meeting. This 
is the newly formed, as you know, Northeast Coalition. 
What can you say to them were you to send a message to 
them? They are concerned about industry leaving the 
Northeast. They are concerned about—I heard what you 
said to Aldo [Aldo B. Beckman, Chicago Tribune Press 
Service]—but they are concerned about joblessness, 
not people with jobs. They are concerned about urban 
plight. What do you say to that? 

Tue Present. Well, we have a good program to try 
and rehabilitate our major urban cities all throughout the 
United States, including the Northeast—our revenue 
sharing program, our community development program. 

I signed, after a great deal of work with the Congress, 
a mass transit bill that is very helpful and beneficial to 
major industrial centers throughout the United States. 
We will be glad to work with any group geographically 
or otherwise, including the Northeast group, to try and 
help in that regard. 

Q. They also say, Mr. President, they are not getting a 
fair share of the Federal dollars. You mentioned mass 
transportation. They say that they are getting 15 percent 
of the dollars whereas there was 40 percent for mass 
transportation in the Northeast. 

Tue Present. I am not familiar with those particu- 
lar statistics but those funds are released based on laws 
passed by the Congress. So, if there is a problem in that 
regard, I think the basic law has to be amended. 


PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES 


Q. Mr. President, how do you evaluate the debates as 
a factor in the campaign? 

THe Presment. The American people will be the 
winner. And I am anxious that they get started as quickly 
as possible, and, as I indicated earlier, I proposed the first 
one be held today. 


PRICES ON INDUSTRIAL GOODS 


Q. Mr. President, a related economic question. The 
steel companies have rescinded a price increase on flat 
rolled steel which is a principal component of automobiles. 
Would you like to see this followed by a similar reduction 
or rescission of the increases in automobile prices recently 
announced by the automobile companies? _ 

Tue Present. I would hope that the automobile 
manufacturers would take that into consideration. 

Q. I would like to ask it in the framework of the fact 
that although you are claiming success against inflation, 
the industrial component of both wholesale and retail 
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prices continues to rise, and this is the component that 
once it is up it does not go down. It is not volatile like 
food prices. With respect to the automobile companies, 
the other basic manufacturing segments of the economy, 
what would you like to see done? What do you think 
ought to be done? Or do you think anything needs to be 
done to try to stabilize the industrial component? 

Tue Preswent. I believe that the wholesome compe- 
tition in the American free enterprise system will solve 
that problem better than any other way. 


PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES 


Q. Mr. President, what sort of preparations are you 
making for these debates? Do you, for instance, have one 
of your aides acting out the role of your opponent so you 
can get ready that way? 

Tue Presment. Not at all, Fred [Frederic W. Barnes, 
Washington Star]. I am obviously doing a great deal of 
study and preparation for these debates because I want 
the American people to know not only my own views but 
the views of Mr. Carter. And I think the best way for 
that to take place is for me and for himself to set forth 
those views, and that will be done in three debates. 

Q. Mr. President, what is it you are doing in prepara- 
tion? Are you studying some of Mr. Carter’s statements? 
Are you watching videotapes of Governor Carter? 

Tue Preswent. The matter is being thoroughly 
studied by me comprehensively. 


PROTECTION OF MINORITY RIGHTS IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the African guaran- 
teeing of minority rights. How many black governments 
in Africa do you regard as having shown minority rights— 
or respected them? Could you name some, and how could 
you go about guaranteeing such minority rights in the 
future? 

Tue Present. I think in the plans that will evolve— 
and I hope they do—there will be adequate protection for 
minority rights in the two areas being considered at the 
present time. 


PRESIDENTS DECISION CONCERNING FBI DIRECTOR 
KELLEY 


Q. Can you tell us what went into your judgment not 
to fire or reprimand the FBI Director in light of the 
questionable allegations raised against him? 

Tue Presivent. Let me answer the Kelley matter this 
way: I was disappointed, to say the least, with the two 
responses given to the Kelley questions to Governor 
Carter. One, I think it showed a lack of compassion in 
the one statement, and a second statement that seemed to 
be contradictory of the first one. 

I hope that Governor Carter understood that Mrs. 
Kelley at that time was suffering terminal cancer and 
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that was a very sad and difficult time for the Director 
of the FBI. Number two, I was confused when in either 
Connecticut or Brooklyn he said that if he were Presi- 
dent yesterday he would fire him, and then at the next 
stop he would not indicate whether he was going to fire 
him or keep him if he became President on January 21. 
So, I am confused on the one hand by his flip-flop on this 
issue, and I am very disappointed at his lack of compas- 
sion on the other. 

Now the recommendation made to me by the Attorney 
General after thoroughly investigating the facts was that 
the circumstances were such that the FBI Director should 
be kept. He has reimbursed the Federal Government of 
$35 ($335), I think, for the furnishings for his apart- 
ment, and he has done a good job in my opinion in 
straightening out a very difficult situation in the FBI. 


ABORTION AS A CAMPAIGN ISSUE 


Q. Mr. President, on the matter of abortion, sir, do 
you feel that this issue, which is so semi-religious and so 
emotional, is a fit subject for a political debate, political 
discussion? 

Tue Present. I don’t think the American people 
expect candidates for office to duck any issues just be- 
cause they are intense, with good people on both sides 
having different views. I think the American people 
ought to get an answer from Governor Carter and my- 
self on this issue just like on any other issue. 


PRESIDENT’S ACTIVITIES DURING THE CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, what do you think of Mr. Carter’s 
characterization of you as “timid” in one statement and 
as “a captain hiding in a stateroom” in another? 

THE Present. That brings up an interesting point. 
I understand yesterday that Senator Mondale was com- 
plaining because I was not campaigning enough, and on 
August 4 of 1976, Governor Carter was complaining 
because I was campaigning too much. I wish they would 
get their act together. And it just seems to me that the 
American people want me first to be President and do 
the job here in the best way possible, and I intend to do 
it. And I will campaign at the proper time. 

Q. Mr. President, in connection with that, if you find 
your campaign running in a dry gulch, won’t you change 
your plans? 

Tue Present. I don’t expect the campaign on be- 
half of President Ford to run into a dry gulch. We are 
making good headway. I think the polls reflect it, and 
we expect to win. 


CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICIALS 


Q. Mr. President, sir, the reports of your campaign 
committee during the primaries indicate that approxi- 


mately 100 Federal officials gave campaign contribu- 
tions to the President Ford Committee, and some of 
them have subsequently said that they did so in response 
to solicitation letters from Mr. Mosbacher and other 
officials of the committee. Do you think it is proper for 
the President Ford Committee to keep those contribu- 
tions, or should they be sent back? 

Tue Present. I was not familiar with any solicita- 
tion of any Federal official on behalf of the President Ford 
Committee. And when I was shown that some individuals 
of this administration had voluntarily given to the Presi- 
dent Ford Committee I did not know that they had done 
so beforehand. So I am sure there was no pressure, cer- 
tainly none from me. 


PARDON OF FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON AS A CAMPAIGN 
ISSUE 


Q. Mr. President, today, I believe, is the second anni- 
versary of the pardon of Richard Nixon. I know you said 
in the past, under the same circumstances you would issue 
the pardon again. I wonder if you have any thoughts 
you would share with us about the impact the pardon will 
have on the election and how you plan to respond to any 
charges that are made? 


Tue Present. If it is made a political issue, either 
subtly or directly, it is going to be very difficult to antici- 
pate what the public reaction will be. But I made that 
judgment 2 years ago today on the basis of the circum- 
stances at that time. 


I thought it was in the national interest that I con- 
centrate on the international problems, which were seri- 
ous, and domestic problems, which were critical. And I 
felt at that time I should devote 100 percent of my time 
to the problems both at home and abroad. And I think 
if the same circumstances prevailed today, I would do 
the same. 


GRANTING OF ASYLUM TO SOVIET MILITARY DEFECTOR 


Q. Mr. President, this question is in two parts. Has 
the Soviet Union contacted you personally or this Gov- 
ernment with regard to the pilot who has defected and 
asked for political asylum? And, secondly, are you con- 
cerned that your decision to grant political asylum will 
injure progress in our relations with the Soviet Union 
and specifically on SALT and matters of that kind? 


Tue Preswent. I am not familiar with any inquiry 
by the Soviet Union. They may have, but I am just not 
informed as to that. 

Number two, we have decided to grant asylum if the 
Soviet pilot asks for it. This is a tradition in the United 
States and as long as he wants such asylum, he will be 
granted it in the United States. I don’t think that grant- 
ing him asylum will interfere with our relations with the 
Soviet Union. 
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FBI DIRECTOR KELLEY 


Q. Mr. President, going back to the Kelley matter for 
a moment. Governor Carter said yesterday also that the 
FBI Director should be as pure as Caesar’s wife. Do you 
agree with that statement, and in light of the allegations 
against Mr. Kelley, do you think he is? 

THe Presment. On the basis of a thorough investi- 
gation by the Attorney General, an outstanding lawyer, 
and I think an outstanding Attorney General, he recom- 
mended that I take the action which I did which was to 
keep the FBI Director. And I have full faith in the analy- 
sis and the recommendations of the Attorney General, 
and therefore I think I made the right decision. 

FRANK Cormier, Associated Press. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 


NOTE: President Ford’s thirty-sixth news conference was held at 
12:43 p.m. on Wednesday, September 8, 1976, on the South Lawn 
at the White House. 


Council on Wage and Price Stability 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Council’s Seventh Quarterly Report. 
September 8, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with section 5 of the Council on Wage 
and Price Stability Act, as amended, I hereby transmit to 
the Congress the seventh quarterly report of the Council 
on Wage and Price Stability. This report contains a de- 
scription of the Council activities during the second 
quarter of 1976 in monitoring both prices and wages and 
the private sector and various Federal Government activi- 
ties that lead to higher costs and prices without creating 
commensurate benefits. It discusses in some detail the 
Council’s study of collective bargaining negotiations for 
1976, health costs, steel products, and chemicals as well as 
its filings before various Federal regulatory agencies. 

During the remainder of 1976, the Council on Wage 
and Price Stability will continue to play an important role 
in supplementing fiscal and monetary policies by calling 
public attention to wage and price developments or ac- 
tions by the Government that could be of concern to 
American consumers. 

Geratp R. Forp 
The White House, 

September 8, 1976. 

Note: The report covering the period April through June 1976 is 
entitled “Quarterly Report: July 1976—Council on Wage and 


Price Stability, Executive Office of the President, Washington, D.C., 
No. 7” (Government Printing Office, 56 pp.). 


United States Ambassador to Togo 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Ronald D. Palmer. September 8, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Ronald D. Palmer, of the District of Columbia, to 
be Ambassador to Togo. He will succeed Nancy W. 
Rawls, who was appointed Alternate Representative of 
the United States for Special Political Affairs in the United 
Nations on August 5, 1976. Mr. Palmer has been Deputy 
Coordinator for Human Rights at the Department of 
State since 1975. 

Born on May 22, 1932, in Uniontown, Pa., Mr. Palmer 
received his B.A. degree in 1955 from Howard University. 
He attended Johns Hopkins University and received his 
M.A. in 1957. 

In 1960, Mr. Palmer served as an Economic Officer in 
Djakarta, prior to becoming an Economic Officer in 
Kuala Lumpur in 1962. He was a Foreign Affairs Officer 
at the Department of State during 1963-64 and was 
appointed a Staff Assistant in 1964. He served at the 
United States Information Agency in Copenhagen as a 
Cultural Attaché from 1965 to 1967. From 1967 to 1970, 
he was a faculty member at the United States Military 
Academy. He served as International Relations Officer at 
the State Department during 1970, prior to becoming a 
Political Officer in Manila in 1971. 

Mr. Palmer is married to the former Euna Scott, and 
they have two children. They reside in Bethesda, Md. 


International Aviation 


Statement by the President on the Statement of Policy 
Recommended by the Economic Policy Board Task 
Force on International Air Transportation 

Policy. September 8, 1976 


International aviation is essential in a world that has 
become economically interdependent. Historically, the 
United States has had a leadership role in the develop- 
ment of international air transportation and intends to 
continue that role. 

_Aviation is an essential part of the foreign commerce 
of the United States. It is required for mail, high priority 
cargo, government, business, and urgent personal travel. 
A desirable low-cost means of international pleasure 
travel, aviation helps bring the people of many cultures 
and nationalities together, creating a greater sense of 
friendship and mutual understanding. 

The United States seeks an international economic en- 
vironment and air transportation structure conducive to 
healthy competition among all air carriers. We shall rely 
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upon competitive market forces to the greatest extent 
feasible, for it is a basic tenet of our economic philosophy 
that marketplace competition provides improved services 
and permits the well-managed carrier to earn a profit 
while lowering total costs. At the same time, we recog- 
nize that other nations may differ in their view as to how 
such transportation should be organized and operated. 
We shall work through appropriate bilateral and multi- 
lateral forums to bring about constructive change for the 
benefit of air travelers, shippers, and carriers of all 
nations. 

The international air carrier industry should continue 
to have the primary responsibility for adapting its air 
transport product to public demand. Regulatory regimes 
imposed by governments should not stifle the industry’s 
flexibility to respond to this demand, nor should they re- 
move incentives to keep costs low. 

The Economic Policy Board Task Force on Interna- 
tional Air Transportation Policy, chaired by the Depart- 
ments of Transportation and State, has recommended a 
comprehensive statement of United States policy. The 
statement sets forth the objectives the United States will 
seek in negotiations with other nations. It also calls for 
balanced revisions of certain regulatory policies of the 
Civil Aeronautics Board. 

I am approving this statement of international air 
transportation policy to supersede the one issued June 22, 
1970, and am directing that this new statement of policy 
guidance be used henceforth by officials of the Govern- 
ment in dealing with international aviation matters. 


General Pulaski’s Memorial Day, 1976 
Proclamation 4457. September 8, 1975 


By the President of the United States .° America 
a Proclamation 

The success of the struggle for American independence 
was insured in large measure by the courage, selflessness 
and sacrifice of patriots dedicated to the principles of free- 
dom and equality. Casimir Pulaski was such a patriot and, 
one hundred and ninety-seven years ago this October, his 
devotion to these principles and their realization cost him 
his life. 

General Pulaski, in exile from his native land, came 
to America in 1777 to join the Revolutionary Army. He 
fought courageously at Brandywine and in other battles, 
and he commanded Pulaski’s Legion which fought so 
valiantly and contributed greatly to the achievement of 
our independence. 

In October, 1779, General Pulaski died of wounds re- 
ceived in the Battle of Savannah. In commemoration of 
his heroic sacrifice in the cause of American independence, 
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it is appropriate to pay grateful tribute to him and to the 
millions of Americans of Polish descent who have played 
such an important part in founding our country, foster- 
ing its growth, and preserving and perpetuating its ideals. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GeraALp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate Mon- 
day, October 11, 1976, as General Pulaski’s Memorial 
Day and I direct the appropriate Government officials to 
display the flag of the United States on all Government 
buildings on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to honor the 
memory of General Pulaski on that day with appropriate 
exercises and ceremonies in suitable places throughout our 
land. 

In Wrrness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:46 a.m., 
September 9, 1976] 


Biennial Convention of B’nai B’rith 


The President’s Remarks to the Convention. 
September 9, 1976 


Thank you very much, David. Ambassador Dinitz, distin- 
guished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

At the outset, let me express my deep gratitude and ap- 
preciation for that more than generous introduction. And 
I understand, David, that you are unopposed this year 
in your campaign for the presidency of B’nai B’rith. David, 
you will have to tell me how you do it. [Laughter] 

I am honored to address this convention saluting both 
the 133d year of B’nai B’rith and the 200th anniversary 
of the United States. You, the sons and daughters of the 
Covenant, have kept your commitment to Judaism and to 
America. 

As one of America’s pioneer voluntary agencies, your 
seven candles have generated light and warmth and love. 
Your compassion illuminates the best of our Nation’s 
traditional spirit of voluntary service to others. Your de- 
votion to family virtues and values makes me proud to 
serve as President of the great American family of which 
the Jewish community is a cherished member. 

I have been meeting with B’nai B’rith for more than a 
quarter of a century and always understood that you were 
a non-partisan organization. I had prepared an appropri- 
ately non-partisan speech for this morning. But, when I 
saw the morning paper, I was disappointed to see that one 
of your speakers yesterday apparently kicked off our de- 
bates from this rostrum. As a matter of fact, I originally 
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proposed that our first subject be defense and foreign pol- 
icy and that it should be held yesterday, September 8. Mr. 
Carter rejected this arrangement. I guess he did not want 
me to be present. Well, I got here as quickly as I could. 
[Laughter] Without objection, I would like my turn at 
the plate. 

Number one, Mr. Carter told you, “I have called for 
closer ties with our traditional allies and stronger ties with 
the state of Israel.” I say to you, Israel is one of our tra- 
ditional allies and our ties have never been closer or 
stronger. 

As for our other allies, the gentleman has proposed 
troop withdrawals from Western Europe and frofn Korea; 
defense budget cuts that would cripple our ability to sup- 
ply or sustain our friends; bans on nuclear tests by our 
allies; a nuclear strategy of massive retaliation—policies 
which would invite a major crisis with our allies, includ- 
ing Israel. 

Number two, Mr. Carter told you, and I quote, “I 
have stressed the necessity for a strong defense, tough and 
muscular, adequate to maintain our freedom under any 
conceivable circumstances.” I say to you, the gentleman 
on other occasions has advocated defense cuts of $5 to $7 
billion, delaying our strategic bomber program, withdraw- 
ing from overseas bases, and cutting off military aid to 
vital allies. I say to you, if we do any or all of these things 
it would be impossible to have a defense adequate to main- 
tain our freedom and the freedom of our friends. 

Finally, I seem to recall that the shepherd boy David 
was both tough and muscular. It is a good thing he also 
had the most advanced weapon system of that day. 

Number three, the gentleman told you “We have al- 
lowed virtually unlimited sales of arms to countries around 
the world, a policy as cynical as it is dangerous.” I tell you, 
most of our arms sales in military aid goes to key countries 
like Israel and Iran. I assume he is not proposing to cut off 
Israel. 

Does the gentleman want Soviet arms to have a monop- 
oly in the world? Does he want our adversaries to arm not 
only the radical Arabs but also the more moderate Arabs? 
Does Mr. Carter honestly consider his own country’s bi- 
partisan policies more cynical and less moral than the 
Soviet Union’s? 

And now, back to my nice non-partisan speech. 

As America celebrates its 200th anniversary, there 
is a new maturity in our national pride. There is a new 
awareness that ours is a nation of many faiths and denom- 
inations—Jewish, Catholic, Protestant, and others—all 
equally honored and all equally separated and protected 
from government by the Constitution of the United States. 

A fresh optimism grows from self-confidence and 
mutual trust and from a reliable, stable, enduring philos- 
ophy of government. 

Just as B’nai B’rith honors a sacred Covenant, so does 
our Nation at home and abroad. Ours is a covenant with 


freedom. As descendants of those who found sanctuary 
and fulfillment in this great land, we know that freedom 
is indivisible. Tyranny and terrorism abroad endanger 
freedom at home. We are our brother’s keeper. 

Our own Bicentennial Independence Day was en- 
hanced by an event that day at Entebbe Airport in 
Uganda. That action of liberation freed our own hearts to 
fuller understanding of the universal meaning of inde- 
pendence—and the courageous action sometimes required 
to preserve it. 

A free people must never capitulate to terrorism. That 
is why I long ago asked for mandatory prison sentences for 
airplane hijackers. Certainty of punishment prevents 
crime. I have strongly urged international action to stamp 
out terrorism wherever it occurs. 

America has always been a land of new beginnings. Our 
ancestors, who came to these shores, made a new begin- 
ning. They saw America as a promised land. As we ap- 
proach the Jewish New Year, many Americans know that 
we are making a new start in our national life. 

Something wonderful happened to America in the last 
2 years. Together, we overcame a time of torment at home 
and abroad, military involvements and economic threats, 
assassinations and wrongdoing in high places. We recap- 
tured the spirit of 1776. 

We believe in the hopes of our revolutionary founders 
and our immigrant ancestors. We found new meaning in 
their vision of free men and free women enioying limited 
government and unlimited opportunity. We renew our 
commitment to those less fortunate than ourselves. 

We know that the United States of America is sound. 
We are secure. We are on the march to full economic re- 
covery and a better quality of life for all Americans. 

America’s salvation is not in a revival of outdated social 
experiments financed by you who pay the taxes and obey 
the laws. I see no excuse whatsoever for arbitrary quotas 
on the basis of race, religion, or national origin in em- 
ployment or education. In the name of justice for some, we 
must not do injustice to others. Onportunities should be 
oven to all Americans on an equal basis. That is basic to 
the finest American principles of liberty and justice for all. 

When I became President 2 years ago, I pledged to be 
President to all of the people. I renew that pledge today 
and support it, not with vague plans and vacillating 
promises, but with a proven record of performance. 

Two years ago, the scene was grim. Could we muster 
the unity and will to overcome our domestic turmoil? 
Could we stand up for freedom? We not only could but we 
did. 

Today, not a single American is at war anywhere on 
the face of this Earth. America is at peace and seeks peace 
for all countries. 

Look what has happened in the Middle East. The 
United States has helped bring about a momentum to- 
wards peace that has no parallel in Middle East history. 
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Every American can stand up with pride for what this 
country helped to do. Two agreements were reached for 
the separation of forces on the Egyptian and Syrian fronts. 

Buffer zones were created to protect against a surprise 
attack—and every war between Israel and Egypt, its Arab 
neighbors, has grown out of surprise attack or fear of it. 
The forces of moderation—leaders who were willing to 
commit themselves to the peace process—were strength- 
ened. The disruptive role of those opposed to the peace 
process has steadily declined. 

The United States has fashioned new institutions of 
energy cooperation with its major allies, including con- 
tingency measures to safeguard against a new oil embargo. 

America’s important contacts with the Arab world 
grew again. The resettlement of cities along the Suez 
Canal and the clearing of the Canal for international 
traffic gave practical evidence of a turn towards peace. 

Then, just a year ago, came the Sinai Agreement—a 
dramatic milestone, the first Arab-Israeli agreement that 
was not just an armistice in the aftermath of hostilities. It 
was a political as well as a military step; it was intended by 
both sides as a significant advance toward peace. 

In that agreement both Egypt and Israel pledged: 

—that “the conflict between them and in the Middle 
East shall not be resolved by military force but by peaceful 
means” ; 

—and “they are determined to reach a final and just 
peace settlement by means of negotiations called for by the 
Security Council Resolution 338” ; and 

—that they will “not .. . resort to the threat or the use 
of force or military blockade against each other.” 

As a result the danger of war and destruction was fur- 
ther reduced for both sides. Not a single young Israeli or 
a single young Egyptian has since died fighting in the 
Sinai. 

There is no precedent for the promise of lasting and just 
peace in the Middle East which this agreement has opened 
up. Both Prime Minister Rabin and President Sadat be- 
lieve the agreement is the possible turning point. 

Prime Minister Rabin, who has been my personal friend 
since he was Ambassador here and I was in the Congress, 
reported to his Parliament on June 15 this year, and I 
quote: 

“I note with satisfaction that during the past 2 years, 
relations between the United States and Israel have be- 
come closer. 

“Our governments have arrived at a common approach 
regarding the desirable political direction on the road to 
peace and in the development of processes of peace .. . 
there has been no erosion in the position and in the at- 
titude of the Administration, the Congress, and the Amer- 
ican public, toward Israel. 

“Relations between the United States and Israel remain 
firm . . . it will never be superfluous to emphasize and re- 
emphasize the feeling of gratitude and appreciation that 


the people, the Knesset and the Government in Israel 
maintain toward the United States for its stand on Israel’s 
side.” 

The negotiating process will continue. The progress 
made has withstood the dangerous conflict in Lebanon, 
and I believe it helped to prevent that tragic warfare from 
spilling over into a wider confrontation. 

I intend to pursue further progress, because it is right 
for America, right for Israel, right for the Arabs, indeed 
right for all the peoples throughout this world. 

I do not promise you it will be easy. 

I can tell you what I will do: 

There will be no imposed solutions—but agreements 
whose terms are hammered out between the parties as 
in the Sinai Agreement. There will be no one-sided con- 
cessions—but a balanced quid pro quo in exchange for 
everything given up. We will proceed as we have in the 
closest, constant consultation with Israel before, during, 
and after any negotiations. 

A strong Israel is essential to peace and to the national 
security interests of the United States. From the time I first 
ran for Congress in 1948, I recognized the justice of 
Israel’s rebirth and its importance to the United States. 

I am proud to stand on my consistent 28-year record 
of support for Israel. You know where I stand. 

The funds I proposed for Israel in my first two budgets 
totaled over $4 billion for 27 months. These figures speak 
more eloquently than words. 

I am proud that my ambassadors at the United Nations 
have stood up and spoken out for the elementary principle 
of fairness that Americans believe in. 

I tell you now that we will fight any measure that con- 
demns Zionism as racism or that attempts to deny Israel 
her full rights of membership in the United Nations. 

The United States will stand firm in its commitment 
to Israel’s security and survival. 

America’s policy of peace through strength has proven 
itself in the Middle East and throughout the world. No- 
body questions our dedication to peace, and nobody 
doubts our willingness to use our strength when America’s 
vital interests are at stake—and we will. 

A strong defense is the best insurance for peace. But our 
strength has never rested upon arms alone. It is rooted 
in our mutual commitment to the highest standards of 
ethics and morality. 

Take the Arab boycott as an example. This involves 
both moral and legal questions, domestic as well as in- 
ternational issues. It is easy to escalate emotionally, but 
not nearly so easy to resolve rationally. 

I opposed Arab boycott practices when I was in the 
Congress. I have always opposed discrimination. Amer- 
ica was born as a refuge from discrimination. 

As President, I have taken the strongest executive action 
in American history against foreign economic practices 
that discriminate against American citizens. 
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Last November, I set forth a detailed program of ad- 
ministrative orders and regulations, now in force, which 
prohibit any discrimination in export transactions based 
on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. 

Our moral and legal opposition to the Arab boycott 
of Israel has been made forcefully clear, not only to for- 
eign governments but to the American business com- 
munity. 

This campaign, together with careful diplomacy and 
the efforts of individual U.S. firms, has resulted in the 
easing of boycott practices and an effective end to open 
discrimination. 

This morning I reiterate my determination to make 
further progress, if necessary by legislation, so that Gov- 
ernment officials at all levels and the American people 
will know that I mean business. 

And I can tell you, I will continue to seek further prog- 
ress on the issue of emigration from the Soviet Union. I 
raised it personally with General Secretary Brezhnev. I 
have discussed it on many occasions with my former col- 
leagues in the House and in the Senate, with the deter- 
mination to restore the prior rates of emigration. 

As a government and as a nation, we continue to stress 
the importance attached by all Americans to the basic 
human right to live where one chooses in this world today. 

A moral and ethical government promises its citizens 
no more than it can deliver and delivers all that it promises. 
For too long the American people have been promised 
panaceas for which we are still paying in credibility and 
in cash. 

My record is one of performance, not promises. 

My record is one of realism, not rhetoric. 

My record is one of experience, not expediency. 

Under our system, in a national election candidates will 
naturally disagree on political philosophy. That is why 
I was delighted when Mr. Carter accepted my challenge 
for a nationally televised debate on the real issues facing 
215 million Americans. 

It is still my fervent hope that this campaign will be 
pursued in keeping with the best American traditions. 
America has no place for those who would set brother 
against brother, group against group, American against 
American. 

America did not rise to the heights by catering to fear 
and to prejudice. We succeeded through courage, decency, 
commonsense. We are all equal in the eyes of God. 

My administration will go on working for a better 
world. We have absolutely no reason to fear our adversar- 
ies abroad as long as we remain strong and true to our 
principles. Our system has proven its superiority in every 
way. In remaining vigilant, we must never abandon our 
vision or our spiritual values. 


In the words of the New Testament, “Let us follow 
after the things which make for peace,” heeding still the 
Old Testament which encourages us to “seek peace and 
pursue it.” 

As we must never lose our vigilance, neither must we 
ever lose our vision. 

Thank you very much. 
note: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. at the Washington Hilton 
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berg, president of B’nai B'rith, and to Simcha Dinitz, Israeli 
Ambassador to the United States. 


Veterans Day, 1976 
Proclamation 4458. September 9, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

America has entered its third century as a Nation whose 
citizens still are enriched by the priceless blessings of free- 
dom. 

None among us has done more to defend and preserve 
our freedom than the patriotic men and women who 
answered our country’s call to service and sacrifice, and 
who today bear the proud title of “veteran.” 

To provide an occasion for the expression in words of 
tribute and through appropriate ceremonies our esteem 
for and gratitude to these courageous, unselfish Americans, 
the Congress determined (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that one 
day shall be set aside each year, as a national holiday, to 
honor our veterans. 

Now, THEREForE, I, Geratp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby request that you, 
my fellow Americans, participate in the observance of 
Monday, October 25, 1976, as Veterans Day. I deem it 
most appropriate that in public ceremonies as well as in 
private thoughts and prayers we gratefully acknowledge 
the magnificent contribution of our veterans to an Amer- 
ica that today remains free and, with the help of God, 
at peace. 

Veterans Day, 1976, can be made especially meaning- 
ful for our veterans who are patients in Veterans’ Admin- 
istration hospitals by a visit from their relatives, friends 
and other Americans. Such a visit, however brief, will tell 
them as no words can that they have not been forgotten. 

I ask that Federal, State and local government of- 
ficials arrange for the display of the flag of the United 
States on this day, and I ask those government officials to 
support fully and personally the observance of Veterans 
Day. Finally, I urge schools, churches, unions, and civic, 
patriotic and veterans’ organizations to participate in ap- 
propriate public ceremonies throughout the country. 
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In Witness WuHeEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this ninth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and first. 

GerALp R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:30 a.m., 
September 9, 1976] 


United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau and 
to the Republic of Cape Verde 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Melissa F. Wells. September 9, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Melissa F. Wells, of Brewster, N.Y., to be Ambas- 
sador to the Republic of Guinea-Bissau and to be Ambas- 
sador to the Republic of Cape Verde. She will be the first 
American ambassador appointed to serve in these coun- 
tries which she will serve concurrently. 

Mrs. Wells was born on November 18, 1932, in Tallinn, 
Estonia, and became a naturalized citizen in 1941. She 
received her B.S.F.S. degree from Georgetown University 
in 1956. During 1957-58, she was employed with the 
Bolivian Embassy in Washington, D.C. 

From 1958 to 1961, Mrs Wells was an matbbeete 
Research Specialist at the Department of State. She was 
assigned to the Port of Spain as a Political and Consular 
Officer in 1961 and served in Paris from 1964 to 1966 as 
an Economic-Commercial Officer. She went to London in 
1967 as an Economic and Commercial Officer prior to 
returning to the Department of State in 1971 as a Person- 
nel Officer. She became an International Economist for 
the Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs at the State 
Department in 1972 and was assigned as a Commercial 
Officer in Brasilia in 1975. 

Mrs. Wells is married to Alfred W. Wells, and they 
have three children. 


Death of Chairman Mao Tse-tung 


The President’s Remarks in the Briefing Room at the 
White House. September 9, 1976 


The People’s Republic of China announced today the 
passing away of Chairman Mao Tse-tung. 

Chairman Mao was a giant figure in modern Chinese 
history. He was a leader whose actions profoundly affected 
the development of his own cou.itry. His influence on his- 
tory will extend far beyond the borders ot China. 


Americans will remember that it was under Chairman 
Mao that China moved together with the United States 
to end a generation of hostility and to launch a new and 
more positive era in relations between our two countries. 

I am confident that the trend of improved relations be- 
tween the People’s Republic of China and the United 
States, which Chairman Mao helped to create, will con- 
tinue to contribute to world peace and stability. 

On behalf of the United States Government and the 
American people, I offer condol.aces to the Government 
and to the people of the People’s Republic of China. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. 


Special Assistant to the President 


Announcement of Appointment of Russell A. Rourke. 
September 9, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Russell A. Rourke, of Annapolis, Md., as Special Assist- 
ant to the President. Since November 1974, Mr. Rourke 
has served as Deputy to John O. Marsh, Jr., Counsellor 
to the President. 

Born on December 30, 1931, in New York City, Mr. 
Rourké received his B.A. degree with honors from the 
University of Maryland in 1953 and his LL.B. from 
Georgetown Law Center in 1959. He was on active duty 
in the United States Marine Corps from 1953 to 1956, in- 
cluding service in Korea. A member of the Marine Corps 
Ready Reserve, Mr. Rourke was recently selected for 
promotion to the rank of colonel. 

In 1960, Mr. Rourke was associated with the Washing- 
ton law firm of Keogh, Carey and Costello. From 1961 to 
1964, he served as administrative assistant to former Con- 
gressman John R. Pillion. He served in a similar capacity 
with former Representative Henry P. Smith III from 
1965 to 1974. In November 1974, Mr. Rourke was the 
Republican-Conservative nominee for Congress from the 
36th District of New York. 

Mr. Rourke is married to the former Judith Anne Mul- 
ler, and they have three daughters. 


Special Assistant to the President 


Announcement of Appointment of Robert K. Wolthuis. 
September 9, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Robert K. Wolthuis, of Ogden, Utah, as Special Assistant 
to the President. Mr. Wolthuis has served in the White 
House since January 1, 1975, as Deputy to Max Frieders- 
dorf, Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs. 
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From June 1973 until his White House appointment, 
Mr. Wolthuis was Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Legislative Affairs, dealing with the U.S. Senate. 

Prior to his appointment in the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense, Mr. Wolthuis had served on the staff of Utah’s 
Republican Senator, Wallace F. Bennett, from 1964 to 
1972. He served as research assistant, legislative assistant, 
and administrative assistant. From November 1972 until 
May 1973, he served as field representative in Utah for 
Senator Bennett. In 1972, Mr. Wolthuis was the Repub- 
lican candidate for Congress in Utah’s First Congressional 

Born August 7, 1935, in Ogden, Utah, Mr. Wolthuis 
received his A.S. degree from Weber State College in 
1959. He received B.A. and M.S. degrees in 1960 and 
1962 from the University of Utah, and his Ph.D. degree 
in international affairs from Johns Hopkins University 
in 1968. He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Phi 
Kappa Phi. 

Mr. Wolthuis is married to the former Carolyn Heiner, 
of Ogden, Utah, and they have five children. They reside 
in Arlington, Va. 


Quetico-Superior Committee 


Executive Order 11937. September 10, 1976 


RELATING TO APPOINTMENTS TO THE QUETICO- 
SuPERIOR COMMITTEE 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and statutes of the United States of America, 
and as President of the United States of America, Execu- 
tive Order No. 11342 of April 10, 1967, is hereby 
amended as follows: 

Section 1. Section 2(b) is amended by deleting “Two” 
and inserting “Five” in lieu thereof. 

Sec. 2. Section 4(a) is amended to read as follows: 

“Sec. 4. Terms; compensation. (a) The terms of the 
members of the Committee appointed pursuant to sub- 
sections 2(a) and 2(b) of this Order shall be limited 
to the remaining life of the Committee, determined in 
accord with the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App. I), at the time of the appointment; how- 
ever, in the event that the life of the Committee is ex- 
tended beyond January 5, 1977, any member so ap- 
pointed prior to that date shall be deemed to be appointed 
for an additional term.”. 

Sec. 3. Section 6 is redesignated as Section 7 and a new 
Section 6 is added as follows: 

“Sec. 6. Responsibilities. Notwithstanding the provi- 
sions of any other Executive order, the functions of the 
President under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 


U.S.C. App. I), except that of reporting annually to Con- 
gress, which are applicable to the Committee, shall be 
performed by the Secretary of Agriculture in accordance 
with guidelines and procedures established by the Office 
of Management and Budget.”’. 
GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 10, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:31 am., 
September 10, 1976] 


White House Fellows 


Announcement of Opening of 13th Annual Program. 
September 10, 1976 


The President today announced the start of the 13th 
nationwide search for outstanding young men and women 
to serve as White House Fellows. 

Established in 1964, the White House Fellowship pro- 
gram is designed to give rising leaders one year of first- 
hand, high-level experience with the workings of the Fed- 
eral Government and to increase their sense of partici- 
pation in national affairs. The program is open to U.S. 
citizens from all fields who are not less than 23 and not 
more than 35 years of age. Employees of the Federal 
Government are not eligible, with the exception of career 
armed services personnel. 

Members of the 11th group of White House Fellows 
are now completing their year long assignments. A 12th 
group, the 1976-77 White House Fellows, will begin their 
duties next month. 

In addition to their educational assignments with the 
Vice President, Cabinet officers, or principal members of 
the White House staff, the Fellows participate in an ex- 
tensive seminar program, typically consisting of some 300 
off-record sessions with top government officials, scholars, 
journalists, and leaders from the private sector. The young 
men and women who have, to date, been selected as 
White House Fellows have included lawyers, scientists, 
engineers, corporate business entrepreneurs, scholars and 
academic administrators, writers and journalists, medical 
doctors, social workers, architects, and local public offi- 
cials. Last year 2,864 persons applied for the coveted 
honor. 

The Fellowship is designed to be a one-year sabbatical 
in public service. Fellows are expected to return their 
professional careers at the end of their experience in gov- 
ernment with their perspectives of national issues broaden- 
ed and their qualifications for significant service in their 
chosen careers and to their communities permanently 
enriched. 
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Leadership, intellectual and professional ability, high 
motivation, and a commitment to community and na- 
tion are the broad criteria employed in the selection 
process. 

Requests for applications for next year’s program must 
be postmarked not later than November 1, 1976. Appli- 
cation forms and additional information can be obtained 
by sending a postal card to the President’s Commission 
on White House Fellowships, Washington, D.C. 20415. 


National Hispanic Heritage 
Week, 1976 


The President’s Remarks on Signing Proclamation 4459. 
September 10, 1976 


First, let me welcome all of you to the East Room in 
the White House as I sign this proclamation designating 
September 12 through the 19th as National Hispanic 
Heritage Week. It is wonderful to have you all here. Un- 
fortunately, we could not have it outside because of the 
weather, but both Betty and myself are delighted to have 
you with us here in the East Room of the White House. 

In this Bicentennial Year, it is good for us—I think all 
of us—to consider how much the people who came to 
the New World in a search for an opportunity to deter- 
mine their own futures have meant to America. These 
representatives of many races and many cultures brought 
with them their own unique heritage and contributed im- 
measurably to the American spirit and to the American 
character. 

America’s Hispanic heritage runs particularly deep. 
Men and women of Hispanic origin fought in our Revo- 
lutionary War. Hispanic Americans have enriched our 
culture, our arts, and our scholarship. They have helped 
build an America where freedom and equality as well 
are the practice as well as the ideal. 

In recent months, more than 11 million Americans of 
Hispanic origin have made great and substantial contri- 
butions and accomplishments to a better America. More 
than 50 Hispanics have been appointed to ranking posi- 
tions in the Federal Government. And, although the Mem- 
bers of Congress with Hispanic origin are not here because 
of other responsibilities up on Capitol Hill, I am pleased 
to note, as we all do, that in both the House and the 
Senate, on both sides of the aisle, those with Hispanic 
heritage are well represented. 

Federal funds for bilingual education have been in- 
creased. A system of Spanish-speaking coordinators has 
been established to help Hispanic-Americans get worth- 
while jobs. The Voting Rights Act has been extended to 


protect Spanish-speaking individuals throughout our 
country and to protect their rights of the franchise that 
is so important to all of us. 

Hispanic know-how, energy, pride, and dedication 
have strengthened America for over two centuries. The 
Hispanic contribution to America has been consistent and 
a vital influence on a better society in our country. I know 
that contribution will continue to flourish in the years 
ahead and continue to add to all that is good in America. 

Today, therefore, I am very proud to have the oppor- 
tunity of signing this proclamation for National Hispanic 
Heritage Week, and I congratulate all of you for the con- 
tributions you have made and for the attendance here on 
this occasion. 

Note: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 


National Hispanic Heritage 
Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4459. September 10, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

The America whose Bicentennial we celebrate this year 
was created and made great by the efforts of people who 
came to the shores of the new world in search of a future 
in which their opportunity would be determined by their 
own industry and desire to make better lives for them- 
selves and their children. At the same time, they brought 
to this continent their own cultural heritage and, in so 
doing, contributed immeasurably to the formulation of 
the American spirit and character. 

America’s Hispanic heritage was strong even before 
we achieved our independence. Men and women of His- 
panic origin fought in the Revolutionary War and in 
subsequent conflict$. They have enriched our culture, arts 
and scholarship. They have used their talents to help 
America build a society based on ideals of freedom and 
equality. 

This year is also the sesquicentennial of the Inter- 
American System, begun 150 years ago with the Congress 
of Panama. America’s Hispanic heritage strengthens the 
ties of friendship and interdependence that bind the 
nations of the hemisphere. In celebrating it, we celebrate 
our mutual commitment to peace and amity. 

In recognition of the invaluable contributions to our 
society of men and women of Hispanic origin, the Con- 
gress, by joint resolution approved September 17, 1968 
(36 U.S.C. 169f) has requested the President to issue 
annually a proclamation designating the week including 
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September 15 and 16 as National Hispanic Heritage 
Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Geratp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning September 12, 1976, as National His- 
panic Heritage Week. I call upon the people of the United 
States, especially the educational community, to observe 
that week with apvropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this tenth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and first. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:15 p.m, 
September 10, 1976] 


Meeting With the Executive Committee 
of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops 


The President’s Letter to the Most Reverend Joseph L. 
Bernardin, Archbishop of Cincinnati, President of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops and of the 
U.S. Catholic Conference. September 10, 1976 


Your Excellency: 

I want to thank you and other leaders of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops for visiting with me today 
to discuss issues of mutual concern and interest. Because 
many of these issues are highly sensitive, I thought it might 
be helpful to set forth my views on paper so that others 
who could not be with us might have a more precise 
understanding of my convictions on these issues. 

One of the most controversial issues of our time and 
one in which we share a keen interest is the question of 
abortion. I have grave concern over the serious moral 
questions raised by this issue. Each new life is a miracle 
of creation. To interfere with that creative process is a 
most serious act. 

In my view, the Government has a very special role 
in this regard. Specifically, the Government has a respon- 
sibility to protect life—and indeed to provide legal guar- 
antees for the weak and unprotected. 

It is within this context that I have consistently opposed 
the 1973 decision of the Supreme Court. As President, I 
am sworn to uphold the laws of the land and I intend to 
carry out this r-sponsibility. In my personal view, how- 
ever, this court decision was unwise. I said then and I 
repeat today—abortion on demand is wrong. 
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Since 1973 I have viewed as the most practical means 
of rectifying the situation created by the Court’s action 
a Constitutional amendment that would restore to each 
State the authority to enact abortion statutes which fit the 
concerns and views of its own citizens. This approach is 
entirely in keeping with the system of Federalism devised 
by the founders of our Nation. As Minority Leader of 
the House of Representatives, I co-sponsored an amend- 
ment which would restore this authority to the States, 
and I have consistently supported that position since that 
time. 

My position has been based on three fundamental 
convictions : 

—I am against abortion on demand. 

—The people of every State should have the Constitu- 
tional right to control abortion. 

—There is a need to recognize and provide for excep- 
tional cases. 

I should also point out that the Republican Platform 
which I support is fully consistent with these views. 

I recognize that this abortion question is a matter of 
deep personal and moral conviction. Honorable people 
may disagree, but all of us must be concerned about an 
increased irreverence for life within advanced societies. 

Americans have benefited greatly by our rich spiritual 
heritage. The sound, sensible lessons of goodness imparted 
by religious teachers and devoted parents have done more 
than anything else to prepare our children for life. 

A second issue of mutual concern is the future of non- 
public schools. Traditionally, those schools have made 
a vital contribution to our society, richly adding to the 
fiber of the American experience. We are a Nation that 
values competition and diversity. I believe that diversity 
is as important in education as it is in politics, business, 
the professions, in our personal lives and in our cultural 
traditions. 

I know that these last few years have not been easy 
ones for non-public schools. This has been a period of 
self-examination. I want you to know that as President, 
I am totally committed to support your efforts to provide 
the best possible education for the approximately four 
million children enrolled in Catholic institutions. 

Earlier this year, I proposed to the Congress a block 
grant program to combine 24 existing programs for Fed- 
eral assistance to elementary and secondary education. 
This legislation, which would make $3.3 billion avail- 
able to State and local governments during fiscal year 
1977, provides that non-public school children will con- 
tinue to be served equitably. 

In all that I do as President, I will continue my dedica- 
tion to freedom of educational opportunity in order to 
guarantee the continued high quality of the educational 
tradition in non-public schools—a tradition for which you 
deserve great credit. 
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A third issue of mutual concern is the policy of the 
United States toward relieving hunger and malnutrition 
in the world. The United States, I am proud to say, has 
a strong record of responding positively to this matter, 
in keeping with both the tradition of humanitarian con- 
cern of the American people and the sense of responsibility 
which we who are more fortunate feel toward those with 
less. 

We have tried to address the two main aspects of the 
world food problem in the most constructive way possible : 

—-First, to alleviate an immediate need for food assist- 
ance, the U.S. will be able to furnish this year about 6 
million tons of food assistance, 6 million of the 10 million 
ton annual food aid target set for all countries at the 
World Food Conference in Rome. Through our PL-480 
program, we are able to use the enormous productivity 
of the American farmer to meet human needs with grain 
which the poorer nations could not otherwise afford to 
import. 

—Second, through our foreign assistance program, we 
are seeking to curb some of the underlying causes of the 
food problem by working to improve agricultural produc- 
tion in the developing countries, particularly those which 
suffer major shortfalls in food. This is of critical impor- 
tance to the prospects for economic growth. 

Private voluntary agencies also play an important role 
in the overall U.S. assistance effort, and have made a 
major contribution in alleviating world hunger, providing 
inputs of both food and economic assistance—an inspir- 
ing demonstration of the humanitarian zeal of the Amer- 
ican people. 

Last year this country proposed the creation of an 
international system of nationally held food reserves which 
would provide against the human and economic disaster 
which could result from a global shortfall in grain produc- 
tion. We are continuing to push for conclusion of an 
agreement on this proposal in the International Wheat 
Council. 

Let me add one final note. When I visited the Inter- 
national Eucharistic Congress in Philadelphia last month, 
I commented that “for millions of men and women, the 
church has been the hospital for the soul, the schoolroom 
for the mind, and the safe depository for moral ideals, It 
has given unity and purpose to the affairs of man. It has 
been a vital institution for protecting and proclaiming the 
ultimate values of life itself.” That is a view I have long 
held. It is one that I reaffirm now. ; 


I greatly appreciate the opportunity to meet with you 
today. I look forward to future discussions with you and 
with others of every faith. 

Sincerely, 
Geratp R. Forp 


[The Most Reverend Joseph L. Bernardin, 29 East 8th Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202] 





NoTE: In addition to /rchbishop Bernardin, the President also 
met with John Cardinal Carberry, archbishop of St. Louis, vice 
president of the Conference, Terence Cardinal Cooke, archbishop of 
New York, Bishop James W. Malone, of Youngstown, Ohio, Arch- 
ship John J. McGuire, of New York, treasurer of the Conference, 
and Bishop James S. Rausch, general secretary of the Conference. 

The text of the letter was made available by the White House Press 
Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House Press Release, 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


September 4 


The President met at the White House with James T. 
Lynn, Director of the Office of Management and Budget, 
Alan Greenspan, Chairman of the Council of Economic 
Advisers, and other economic advisers, to discuss the 1978 
budget. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Russell 
W. Peterson as Chairman of the Council on Environ- 
mental Quality, effective October 1, 1976. 


September 6 


The President met at the White House with Ambassa- 
dor Thomas S. Gates, Jr., Chief of the U.S. Liaison Office, 
People’s Republic of China. 

The President met with Secretary of Transportation 
William T. Coleman, Jr., OMB Director James T. Lynn, 
and other advisers, to discuss aircraft noise abatement. 


September 7 


The White House announced that the President has 
asked Jeno F. Paulucci, national chairman of the Italian 
American Foundation, to report to him on his return 
from a trip to Italy. The President has asked Mr. Paulucci 
to make an assessment of the Italian earthquake relief 
program and determine the utilization of the U.S. relief 
efforts and any remaining contribution the United States 
might make. 

The President has approved the designation of Philip 
W. Manhard as the U.S. Deputy Representative for 
Micronesian Status Negotiations and also as Chairman 
of the National Security Council Under Secretaries 
Committee’s Interagency Group for Micronesian Status 
Negotiations. 
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September 8 


The President met with his Cabinet at the White House. 

The President met with a group of Polish-American 
leaders. 

Dr. James C. Fletcher, Administrator of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, met with the 
President and presented him with a model of the space 
shuttle. The President then designated the space shuttle as 
the Enterprise. 


September 9 


The President met at the White House with the Sen- 
ate Republican Steering Committee and the House Re- 
publican Study Group to discuss the President’s campaign 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Jack Ravan, of Dunwoody, Ga., as a Commissioner rep- 
resenting the United States Government on the Ohio 
River Valley Water Sanitation Commission. 

The President today announced the appointment of 
Wallace N. Jibson, of Logan, Utah, as the United States 
Representative to the Bear River Commission. 


September 10 


The White House announced that the President has 
asked Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger to visit several 


countries in southern Africa to continue discussions on 
the situation in that area. Secretary Kissinger will meet 
with the President tomorrow, September 11, to receive 
final instructions before departing for Africa on Monday, 
September 13. 

The White House announced that the Governments of 
the United States and Canada have invited members of 


the North Atlantic Council to visit Canada and the United 
States from September 12-16, and that the President will 
meet with them on September 15. 

The President greeted the National Sickle Cell Anemia 
poster child in the Oval Office. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Anne L. 
Armstrong as a member of the National Commission on 
the Observance of International Women’s Year, 1975. 

The President today announced the appointment of 
two persons as Representatives of the United States to 
participate, as national correspondents, in the United 
Nations Program for the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders, for terms expiring December 31, 
1980. They are David A. Schulte, Jr., of New York, N.Y., 
member of New York City’s Board of Correction, and 
Paul R. Welch, of Normal, IIl., State’s attorney of Mc- 
Lean County, Il. 
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ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


Approved September 3, 1976 


SLD, R008... sida ndscisnus Public Law 94-397 
An act to clarify the application of section 
8344 of title 5, United States Code, relating 
to civil service annuities and pay upon 
reemployment, and for other purposes. 


Approved September 4, 1976 


H.R. 10370....----. ---- Public Law 94-398 
An act to amend the Act of January 3, 
1975, establishing the Canaveral National 
Seashore. 

8 a Public Law 94-399 
An act to provide for an independent audit 
of the financial condition of the govern- 
ment of the District of Columbia. 


Approved September 7, 1976 


B. G58... was ni Public Law 94-400 
An act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to make compensation for dam- 
ages arising out of the failure of the Teton 
Dam a feature of the Teton Basin Federal 
reclamation project in Idaho, and for other 
purposes. 

WR. TRA ceceenesecnnn Public Law 94-401 
An act to amend title XX of the Social 
Security Act so as to permit greater lati- 
tude by the States in establishing criteria 
respecting eligibility for social services, to 
facilitate and encourage the implementa- 
tion by States of child day care services 
programs conducted pursuant to such ti- 
tle, to promote the employment of welfare 
recipients in the provision of child day 
care services, and for other purposes. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved September 7, 1976-—Continnsd 

3 ae ee c Law 94-402 
An act to extend the sine dintas which 
the Council of the District of Columbia is 
prohibited from revising the criminal laws 
of the District. 


Approved September 9, 1976 


| ee Public Law 94-403 
An act granting the consent of Congrczs to 
the New Hampshire-Vermont Interstate 
Sewage Waste Disposal Facilities Compact. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released September 7, 1976 


Fact sheet: on the Teton Dam disaster assist- 
ance bill 

Statement by the President: on Americans 
missing in action in Vietnam {as read in 
the Briefing Room on September 7, 1976) 


Released September 8, 1976 

Statement by the President: on the diplo- 
matic process concerning the situation in 
southern Africa (as read at his news con- 
ference of September 8, 1976) 


Released September 9, 1976 


Advance text: remarks to the biennial B’nai 
Brith convention 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 

PRESS RELEASES—Continued 

Released September 9, 1976—Continued 

Statement by the President: on the death of 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung of the People’s 
Republic of China (as read in the Briefing 
Room on September 9, 1976) 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Servy- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted September 8, 1976 


RONALD D. PaLmeER, of the District of Colum- 
bia, a Foreign Service officer of Class two, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Togo. 

Guten M. Wrii.iaMs, of Virginia, to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of Virginia, vice Ted Dalton, retir- 
ing. 


Submitted September 9, 1976 


Meuissa F. WELLs, of New York, a Foreign 
Service officer of Class two, to be Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau. 

Metissa F. Wetuis, of New York, a Foreign 
Service officer of Class two, to be Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Re- 
public of Cape Verde. 
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Announcing the latest addition to the series of . . . 


Public Papers of the Presidents 
of the United States 


GERALD R. FORD, 1974 


The volume contains public messages and statements, verbatim 
transcripts of the President’s news conferences, addresses, and remarks, 
and other selected papers released by the White House from August 9 
through December 31, 1974. 

Examples of items included in the volume are: the President’s 
remarks on taking office; messages to the Congress outlining legislative 
priorities; remarks concerning the economy and conferences on inflation ; 
documents relating to the President’s clemency decisions; campaign 
appearances prior to the 1974 elections; and statements made by the 
President during his 8-day trip to Japan, the Republic of Korea, and the 
Soviet Union. 

Also included is a collection of color photographs covering events 
during the President’s first 5 months in office. 

The 841-page clothbound volume, fully indexed, is available to the 
public at $16 per copy. 

Similar volumes are available’ covering the administrations of 
Presidents Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and the 
first 2 years of President Hoover. 

All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. 











